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Background

Control of wildlife hazards at airports 
has received increased attention, 
particularly after the Canada geese bird 
strike incident over the Hudson River in 
2009.  

The FAA CERTALERT No. 09-10 now 
requires airports with qualifying strikes 
and/or potential wildlife hazards to 
have a WHA prepared by a qualified 
wildlife biologist who meets FAA 
training and certification requirements. 

Response

LSA’s Pt. Richmond and Irvine offices 
each have qualified senior-level airport 
biologists ready to provide field and 
technical assistance for FAA compliance 
(Pt. Richmond – Eric Lichtwardt; Irvine – 
Ingri Quon).  They also support our 
many wildlife biologists working out of 
other LSA offices in preparing a WHA 
and WHMP at airport locations 
throughout California. 

Over the past 20 years, LSA has been 
providing WHA’s, management plans, 
and other on-call services for airports  
and can assist with compliance with 
this time-critical FAA directive. 
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Passive ManagementPassive Management

Habitat & TurfHabitat & Turf
Site DrainageSite Drainage

Bare AreasBare Areas
Trees & BrushTrees & Brush

Roost SitesRoost Sites
AgricultureAgriculture

Facilities (buildings, fencing)Facilities (buildings, fencing)
Food/Prey SourcesFood/Prey Sources

PestsPests
LandscapingLandscaping
Waste/TrashWaste/Trash

Trigger Event

PROCESS

WHMP is Required

Telephone Consultation

Site Investigation/
Initial Consultation (IC)

Airport Assesses WHMP
Annually to Keep it Current

IC Letter or Report 
(FAA determines if WHA is required) 

Airport Operator and Biologist
Use WHA to Develop WHMP

Submittal for FAA Approval
and Determination if

WHMP is Needed

WHA  Data Collection

FAA Review and Approval 

WHA Analysis and Report 

!
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Wildlife Hazard Assessment 
(WHA) 

& 
Wildlife Hazard Management Plan 

(WHMP)

Per the FAA, the goal of an airport’s WHA
and WHMP process is to minimize risks 
posed by hazardous wildlife on and around 
airports to safeguard aviation activities, 
airport structures/equipment, and human 
health.

LSA approaches the WHA and WHMP as a 
collaboration with airport staff to meet FAA 
regulatory requirements, reduce aviation 
hazards, and increase airport safety. LSA 
develops recommendations and 
cost-effective management tools 
specifically for each airport and works 
closely with airport staff and the airport 
management team to implement these 
actions.  

Wildlife Management Methods

During development of the WHA or WHMP, 
both passive and active wildlife hazard 
management methods will be considered. 
LSA will work with the airport management 
team to recommend tactics tailored for your 
airport's specific conditions and needs. 
Management topics include:

Active ManagementActive Management

Chemical & Auditory RepellentsChemical & Auditory Repellents
PyrotechnicsPyrotechnics

Visual RepellentsVisual Repellents
Wildlife RemovalWildlife Removal

Flight Schedule AdjustmentFlight Schedule Adjustment

Approach

Goal

Swainson’s Hawk, Courtesy of Jon Kwaikowski, Merced Regional Airport
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